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FEBRUARY 16, 2018 
 
 

LIBRARY 
 

Lots of activity at the library this week: 
 

A Valentine’s Day Celebration was held for the preschool story timers on February 14th. In 
addition to the usual stories, we enjoyed some special Valentine’s Day goodies provided by the 
Friends of the Library. 

 
Building with Legos kits, as part of the Festival of the Arts, happened on Thursday, the 15th.   
 
Also on Thursday, the movie “A Man Called Ove” was shown in the evening at the Library. 
 
The Friends of the Library Book Club’s monthly discussion was Friday, the 16th at noon at 

the library.  The book is “X: A Novel”, which is the Michigan Great Read book as well. 
 

Join us on Monday, the 19th, for the “Straw Bale Gardening” program, 6 PM at the Library as part of 
the Festival of the Arts.   After this program, the Big Rapids Community Library’s Seed Library will 
be open for the coming year.  Vegetable, flower and herb seeds will be available to be checked out 
if you have a Big Rapids Community Library Card.  They are checked out so we can track the number 
of packets and types of seeds that get used.  As a Seed Library, we hope people will be able to save 
seeds after they harvest their vegetables, herbs and/or flowers and return them to the library to add 
to the library’s selection for the following year.  The library will be hosting other programs focused 
on gardening, seed savings, etc. throughout the coming growing season. 
 
The Global Book Club meets Tuesday, February 20th at 6 PM.  “Pachinko” by Mira Jin Lee is the 
book for this month’s discussion. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
In the past week, the Police Division responded to 73 calls for service.  Of significance was the death 
of a 9-month-old on Thursday.  The matter is still under investigation.   
 
In the past week, the Fire Division responded to 15 calls for service.   
 
Shift personnel did a walkthrough of the South commons to include the ROCK.  In doing the tour, 
members identified utility shut offs, FD connections, as well as became familiar with the building 
layout and potential issues inside the facility.  
 
Also, FSU Dental Hygiene facility contacted the training division and set up CPR training for their 
staff in the coming months.    
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PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 

 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Plowed snow: streets, alleys, parking lots, turn arounds, sidewalks 

• Sanded and salted streets and parking lots  

• Hauled snow from parking lots 

• Checked sewers, jetted, call-ins 
 
DPW:  PARKS 
 

• Opened and cleaned City Hall restroom daily 

• Picked up trash at parks and downtown  

• Continued sanding and painting picnic table boards   

• Plowed snow 

• Trimmed Trees 

MAIN MAINTENANCE    
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, re-reads, final reads 

• Meter changeouts 
 

Mark Gifford, City Manager 


